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Vision Research special issue on ‘‘Visual attention’’This is the ﬁrst of two parts of a special issue on the topic of
‘‘Visual attention’’. The second part of the special issue, which will
be published shortly, will provide a thematic outline of the papers
in both parts.
The papers presented in this special issue are based on the Third
International Workshop in Visual Attention that took place in
October 2011 at the University of Allahabad in India. The
International Workshops on Visual Attention bring together scien-
tists with different approaches –psychophysics, electrophysiology,
neuroimaging and modeling– and competing views and theories
with the aim of jump-starting dialogues that can bring about
progress in our understanding of visual attention. The ﬁrst in this
series of workshops took place in 2003 in a quaint monastery in
the Tuscan town of San Miniato, Italy, and the second took place
in the Zanjon de Granados, one of the oldest historical buildings
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Each of the previous workshops re-
sulted in Special Issues on Visual Attention, published in 2004
and 2009. This time we gathered in Allahabad, a city of great
historic and religious signiﬁcance in India (October 1–5, 2011;
http://sites.google.com/site/visualattention2011).
This special issue on visual attention presents the work of most
of the 30 participating scientists (Fig. 1) and addresses fundamen-Fig. 1. Participants at the third international workshop on Visual Attention that
took place at the University of Allahabad, India between October 1–5, 2011.
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.visres.2012.11.001tal and timely questions in the study of visual attention, encom-
passing the mechanisms and brain areas involved in the
allocation of covert attention, computational models that bridge
across behavior and neuroscience methods, attention to locations,
features and objects, the relation between eye movements and
covert attention, the mechanisms and computations guiding
saccadic eye movements during visual search, and the relation
between visual attention and other cognitive functions such as
memory, motivation and reward.
We thank those who attended the workshop, whose
presentations and discussions made it such a success, and particu-
larly those who have also contributed to this special issue. We
hope that the papers in the special issue will motivate many
discussions and future endeavors in the study of attention.Acknowledgments
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